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General-Purpose Wearable Computing in everyday life:

World's first wristwatch videophone

Steve Mann, 1998, June 1999, July 2000
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ISSCC: 'Dick Tracy' watch watchers disagree

By Peter Clarke
EE Times
(02/08/00, 9:12 p.m. EST)

SAN FRANCISCO -- Panelists at a Monday evening (Feb.
7) panel session at the International Solid State
Circuits Conference (ISSCC) here failed to agree on
when the public will be able to buy a "Dick Tracy"

style watch for Christmas, with estimates ranging

from almost immediately to not within the next decade.

Steve Mann, a professor at the University of Toronto,

was hailed as the father of the wearable computer and
the ISSCC's first virtual panelist, by moderator

Woodward Yang of Harvard University (Cambridge Mass.).

A GNU/Linux Wristwatch Videophone

/\/ Jul 01, 2000 By Steve Mann
FIG. 5a: WRISTWATCH VIDEOPHONE in Audio/Video

C LOC KF AC E This fully fuctioning prototype, designed and built by
Steve Mann in 1998, was demonstrated in 1 999, and later used to
dehver a videoconference at ISSCC 2000.
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