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Surveillance Video Catches Police Informant
Planting Crack On Business Owner
The latest example of why paid police informants are not always a
good idea.
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The Black male owner of a headshop selling socalled

"tobacco" products in Scotia, New York seems to have been the victim of a

police informant's setup. Surveillance video from Dapp City Smoke Shop shows

an unnamed white man in a leather jacket pull what appears to be crack cocaine

out of his pocket and place it on the counter. The paid, confidential informant for

the Schenectady County Sheriff's Office then photographs the drugs as

"evidence."  

Headshop owner Donald Andrews was charged with felonies  criminal sale and

criminal possession of a controlled substance  that could have put him behind

bars for 25 years. Forced to close his store, Andrews had spent three weeks in

county jail before his lawyer insisted the grand jury view the surveillance footage.

 On April 25, after authorities saw the tape, charges were dropped.

This week, the community gathered at a Christian Leadership Conference and

expressed their concern with policing tactics, particularly incentivizing bogus

busts by using paid informants. Many of them, facing their own charges, have a

lot at stake in procuring convictions, however unethically. Community members

also expressed concern that the setup was racially motivated. 

 "With an informant like this, he will lie and plant things and he can't really be

trusted,"  Robert Outlar, told NEWS10 at the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference.  Many of Andrews' supporters are concerned the same paid

informant has acted afoul before, prompting calls for District Attorney Robert

Carney to review past cases with which he was involved. The Schenectady

County Sherriff Dominic Dagostino however, told NEWS10 he does not believe

there are other problems related to the informant. How he could be so sure, given

the circumstances, is not clear. 

"We believe that police used this same person on other matters, including those

involving residents who may have pleaded guilty out of fear of lengthier
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incarceration or after having concluded that no one would believe they were

framed if they denied the accusations," Outlar also said. 

Dagostino's officers are currently on the lookout for the unknown informant, who

skipped town and is facing perjury and possession charges. According to

NEWS10, he participated in seven other cases, two of which led to convictions.

Andrews' case is not the first time a paid informant has been linked to shady

behavior, but is simply the latest installment in examples of what can go wrong

when cold hard cash is linked to a conviction. 

Watch the surveillance video from NEWS10:

 

Kristen Gwynne is an associate editor and drug policy reporter at AlterNet.  Follow her on Twitter:

@KristenGwynne

1k

Like

LIKED THIS ARTICLE?  JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST
Stay up to date with the latest headlines via email

http://www.alternet.org/comments/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#disqus_thread
http://www.alternet.org/comments/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#disqus_thread
http://www.reddit.com/submit
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alternet.org%2Fdrugs%2Fsurveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
http://www.stumbleupon.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alternet.org%2Fdrugs%2Fsurveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alternet.org%2Fdrugs%2Fsurveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs&text=Surveillance%20Video%20Catches%20Police%20Informant%20Planting%20Crack%20On%20Business%20Owner%20%7C%20Alternet&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alternet.org%2Fdrugs%2Fsurveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.alternet.org%2Fdrugs%2Fsurveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#
http://www.alternet.org/printmail/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
http://www.alternet.org/print/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=markristaino
http://www.news10.com/story/22913630/scotia-business-owner-cleared-of-drug-charges-by-surveillance-video-informant-missing
https://twitter.com/kristengwynne








Recommended by 

See more stories tagged with: informant, donald andrews, crack cocaine

Email address

 by TaboolaFrom the Web

 Recommended by Taboola

You might like:

10 Things Porn Gets Horribly Wrong About Women and Sex
7 Steps to Smoke Pot and Never Get Caught
How Big Is the Average Penis? You Might Be Surprised
9 Fascinating Things You May Not Know About the Penis

BEL IEF

Almost TwoThirds of 1829 Year Olds Believe in
"Demon Possession" What Is Happening to America?

5 Reasons Obama Never, Ever Should Have Trusted the
Healthcare Industry

McDonald's Scam on America

ECONOMY

A $95,000 Truffle? 3 Insane Things Rich People Blow
Their Money On

CIV IL  L IBERTIES

Prison Guard Repeatedly Rapes Inmate; Warden
Shrugs: 'Go on Birth Control,' Lawsuit Claims

9 Surprising Everyday Items That Can Wreck Your
Health

ECONOMY

Paul Krugman: The GOP's War on the Poor is the
Central Issue of Our Time

VIDEO

WATCH: Jon Stewart Mocks Republican Grandstanding
at Congressional Healthcare.gov Hearing

5 Ways Fox News Is Ripping Off the Over 60 Set

The First Rule of Blackface: It’s Not Hard to Understand, Everyone

http://www.alternet.org/tags/informant
http://www.alternet.org/tags/donald-andrews
http://www.alternet.org/tags/crack-cocaine
http://www.alternet.org/comments/drugs/surveillance-video-shows-police-informant-planting-drugs#disqus_thread
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=rs-alternet&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=ab_autosized-generated-2r_white-opaque:autosized-generated-2r:
http://www.taboola.com/popup?template=colorbox&utm_source=rs-alternet&utm_medium=bytaboola&utm_content=text-links-vertical:text-links-vertical:
http://www.alternet.org/sex-amp-relationships/10-things-porn-gets-horribly-wrong-about-women-and-sex
http://www.alternet.org/drugs/7-steps-smoke-pot-and-never-get-caught
http://www.alternet.org/sex-amp-relationships/how-big-average-penis-you-might-be-surprised
http://www.alternet.org/9-fascinating-things-you-may-not-know-about-penis
http://www.alternet.org/belief
http://www.alternet.org/belief/almost-two-thirds-americans-18-29-years-old-believe-demon-possession-and-number-growing
http://www.alternet.org/obama-never-should-have-trusted-health-insurers
http://www.alternet.org/mcdonalds-scam-america
http://www.alternet.org/economy
http://www.alternet.org/economy/95000-truffle-3-insane-things-rich-people-blow-their-money
http://www.alternet.org/rights
http://www.alternet.org/civil-liberties/prison-guard-repeatedly-rapes-inmate-warden-shrugs-go-birth-control-lawsuit-claims
http://www.alternet.org/9-surprising-everyday-items-can-wreck-your-health
http://www.alternet.org/economy
http://www.alternet.org/economy/paul-krugman-gops-war-poor-central-issue-our-time
http://www.alternet.org/video
http://www.alternet.org/video/watch-jon-stewart-mocks-republican-grandstanding-congressional-healthcaregov-hearing
http://www.alternet.org/5-ways-fox-news-ripping-over-60-set
http://www.alternet.org/first-rule-blackface-its-not-hard-understand-everyone


MEDIA

Glenn Greenwald and NY Times' Bill Keller Do Battle
Over the Hidden Bias in Corporate News

ENVIRONMENT

Fighting Fires Is Big Business for Private Companies

THE CASE FOR ALTERNET

OUR MISSION

WHO WE ARE

ABOUT IMI

OUR FOUNDATIONS

PRESS INFORMATION

WRITER GUIDELINES

PRIVACY POLICY

ADVERTISE ON ALTERNET

CONTACT US

DONATE

MOBILE

LOGIN

http://www.alternet.org/media
http://www.alternet.org/media/glenn-greenwald-investigative-journalisms-future
http://www.alternet.org/environment
http://www.alternet.org/environment/fighting-fires-big-business-private-companies
http://www.alternet.org/about
http://www.alternet.org/about
http://www.alternet.org/staff
http://www.alternet.org/the-independent-media-institute
http://www.alternet.org/alternets-supporting-foundations
http://www.alternet.org/press-information
http://www.alternet.org/writer-guidelines
http://www.alternet.org/privacy-policy
http://www.alternet.org/advertise
http://www.alternet.org/feedback
https://donate.alternet.org/
http://www.alternet.org/node
http://www.alternet.org/user/login
http://twitter.com/AlterNet
http://www.facebook.com/pages/AlterNet/17108852506
http://feeds.feedblitz.com/alternet_drugs

